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  By Dale Hillier et al. 

GULF WAR JOURNAL

Since March 18th, HHQ crewmember Dale Hillier, together with a number of other fellow pooners, has been compiling 
a list of  public domain news on the ongoing military operations in Iraq, posting his findings on the Harpooner’s Point 
discussion group (http://www.harpoonhq.com/phpBB2/). Dale himself states:  
 
“The information posted here is in the public domain and was edited for brevity before being sent on to this mail list. 
Depending on your level of interest, and your interpretation of it, the reader may or may not construe this as Harpoon 
related. It is collected from a variety of sources in the media and not from classified sources. 
 
These News Briefs is distributed to the mail list because I am a nice guy. In no way should this be construed as an 
endorsement of any nation or group. Nobody speaks for me and I don't speak for anybody.” 
 
Disclaimers aside, this is what we hear that has been happening in the Middle East since March 18 until the issue 
went to press. All dates correspond to Greenwich Mean Time (GMT, a.k.a. Zulu Time). 
 
All posts are from Dale Hillier unless explicitly attributed to someone else. 
 

 
 
Tuesday MARCH 18, 2003 
  
Good Morning, it is now 0945 EST and 1445 Zulu 
 
CNN is reporting that the French Ambassador to the US has stated that Iraqi government use of chemical weapons 
would result in a reversal of the French position on the forthcoming war. That France would put at the disposal of US 
and US Allied forces the equipment they have for dealing with this kind of attack. 
 
CNN is reporting that there has been a marked increase and change in the propaganda (I don't like to use that word 
but I don't know anything else I can call it) being broadcast by US forces into Iraq. 
 
CNN’s Pentagon correspondent stated that the broadcasts are aimed at specific Iraqi units, telling how to surrender to 
US and US Allied forces. The idea being that there is no repeat of 1991 where Coalition forces were bogged down by 
large numbers of POWs. 
 
CNN’s Pentagon correspondent is also reporting that there "have been reports" that Iraqi oil wells have had their 
safety valves removed. This is apparently in preparation for the destruction of the oil wells. 
 
Finally, CNN is also reporting that there is a change in the threat level of the US European command. A quick check 
of the EURCOM web page (www.eucom.mil) confirmed that they are changing their force protection posture from 
level Bravo to Charlie. Delta is the highest level. 
 
Theater weather is available from http://www.cnn.com/WEATHER/MidEast/frct.html 
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Good Afternoon, it is now 1220 EST, 1720Z 
 
Yesterday's report that Iraqi military units now posses chemical weapons is bearing out. CNN is reporting that US Intel 
units monitoring Iraqi communications "May Now Have" munitions containing VX and/or Mustard Gas. The full article 
is available at: 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/18/sprj.irq.chemical/index.html 
 
UN Inspectors have begun to leave Iraq. Local news here reports that they are leaving via UN air transportation 
arriving in Cyprus via Syria. Full article: 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/18/sprj.irq.un/index.html 
 
Sky News reports that UK Prime Minister, facing a revolt in his own party over the Iraq 
issue, hints at resigning if the Commons vote to support military action fails to pass. Full 
article: http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-12271018,00.html 
 
CNN Showdown Iraq is reporting that Turkey is re-considering allowing US troops access 
to Iraq via Turkey. This comes from TV and nothing has been posted to the web about this. This same show is also 
reporting that Iraqi personnel have started flooding large ditches with oil in a defensive measure. No locations were 
given as to where the oil slicks were. 
 
 
Wednesday MARCH 19, 2003 
 
Good Morning, it is now 0930 EST, 1430 Zulu 
 
With less than 12 hours to go before the US deadline passes, there have been quite a few 
more developments.... 
 
As Bryan Kramer reported last night to this list, a Kuwaiti patrol boat assigned to the USS Constellation battle group 
fired on an Iraqi dhow. Intended to be a warning shot, it instead struck the dhow and killed a crewmember. CNN TV 
speculated that dhows such as the type encountered last night was being used to lay mines but that has not been 
confirmed. 
 
CNN TV is also reporting that refugees are streaming out of Iraq. A f urther report on CNN TV stated that the Iraqi 

side of the border with several nations has been closed 
with refugees leaving their cars to cross the borders on 
foot. 
 
CNN TV is reporting that British Airways will charter one 
more flight out of Kuwait to help UK nationals leave the 
country. Several other airlines hare stated that they will 
also stop operations in Kuwait while several more 
(including the Saudi national carrier) will relocate their 
headquarters elsewhere. It is expected that all 
commercial air service will be suspended shortly before 
the start of any attack. 

 
CNN TV is airing video tapes of a large movement of troops into Northern Kuwait. According to CNN correspondents 
in Kuwait, a large area of in the northern part of the country has been sealed off to public access. Canadian Online 
Explorer (www.canoe.ca) further reported that the units in question belong to the 3rd Infantry Division. 
 
Canadian Online Explorer (www.canoe.ca) has reported that Israel has called up 11,000 reservists. CANOE also 
reports that Italy has granted permission for US and US Allie aircraft to fly from their airbases, but not for the purpose 
of launching attacks on Iraq: 
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/19/46270.html 
 
Both CNN and Reuters are reporting on strikes in the UN Sanctioned No-Fly Zone last night. Aircraft from the USS 
Abraham Lincoln battle group attacked several targets after being fired on. There is no information on what targets 
were attacked or of any BDA: 
http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=XUAR3RS5FEK4ECRBAELCFFA?type=topNews&storyID=2406
030 
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Sky News is reporting that the UK Foreign Office is investigating rumors that Tariq Aziz, the Iraqi deputy prime 
minister, has defected to Northern Iraq. These reports are as yet unconfirmed: 
http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-12271955,00.html 
 
Global Security (www.globalsecurity.org) has updated its Order of Battle Speculations on its website. It reports that 
the US 4th Infantry division is at sea and that deployment of the 1st Armored Division has been postponed indefinitely 
due to lack of transportation. 
 
Finally, with the deadline approaching it has been speculated that an attack will not come right after the deadline. 
Recent weather reports and what CNN TV calls 'tactical considerations' will apparently determine the final timing of an 
attack. Apparently, there is a sandstorm over the theater at this time. 
 
Theater weather is available from: http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/19/46270.html 
 
The deadline is at 2000 EST, 0100 Zulu and 0430 Kuwaiti Time. 
 
 
1230 EST, 1730 Zulu 
 
Just an update on an item posted earlier.... 
 
CNN TV is now showing the Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister. Sky news had reported that he 
had defected. This is now proven to be false. 
 
The Iraqi Deputy PM has NOT defected. 
 
 
Good afternoon, it is now 1400 EST, 1900 Zulu, 2200 Kuwait Time. It is now six hours to the deadline. 
 
This is the afternoon developments.... 
 
Various live news sources (in this case, CNN TV, and CBC Newsworld) have reported that approximately 15 Iraqi 
soldiers have surrendered to the Kuwaiti Border Guard. No other information is available at this time. 
 
The UK newspaper "The Independent" has reported that the King of Bahrain has offered Sanctuary to Saddam 
Hussein. This appears to be a last minute attempt to hold off a US attack: 
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/politics/story.jsp?story=388782 
 
Despite an earlier report from the Sky News service, numerous public sources have reported that Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tariq Aziz DID NOT defect to the North: 
http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=YCHP0BEE0G2I2CRBAEOCFEY?type=topNews&storyID=2408
576 
 
Rumors abound at this time as to the timing of an attack. The apparent deciding factor is the weather in theater. 
Current weather forecast states that it will be sunny with temperatures in the mid-20s C and light winds. 
 
 
Thursday MARCH 20, 2003 
 
Good evening, it is now 2035 EST, 0135 Zulu, 0435 Kuwait time. 
 
Well, the deadline has passed very quietly. There is very little to report.... 
 
A CNN TV correspondent gave an update on one of the US Carriers in the Med. The normal flight rotation is 
underway with recovery to be in about 30 minutes from the time of this report. USS Roosevelt is responsible for 
daytime operations while USS Truman is 
responsible for night-time operations. 
 
The White House Press Secretary has asked that the media networks be 'flexible' with 
regards to air time. There is no word on if the US President will be addressing his nation 
tonight. 
 
A recent live report on CNN from the FEBA shows that all is quiet. 
 
Theater weather is available from: http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/19/46270.html 
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The deadline was at 2000 EST, 0100 Zulu and 0430 Kuwaiti Time. 
 
 
Good evening, it is now 2135 EST, 0235 Zulu, 0530 in Kuwait. 
 
There has just been an announcement made on CNN that the White House Press Secretary 
will be making an announcement very shortly. 
 
CNN is also reporting that air raid sirens are going off in Baghdad and of AAA gunfire. 
 
These reports are as yet unconfirmed. 
 
 
Good Morning....it is now 2300 EST, 0400 Zulu, and 0700 in Kuwait. 
 
This is the evening information summary on the first night of the THIRD Gulf War. 
 
At approximately 0230 Zulu, various media services reported that Air Raid Sirens had gone off in the Iraqi capital of 
Baghdad. Very soon after came reports of AAA fire and of 
several large explosions. 
 
Very soon after that, the White House announced that the war had begun and that the US 
President would address the nation. I won't post here what he said as it is already easily 
accessible over the net. We've now heard from CNN that the 'Go' order for this specific 
first air/missile strike was given by the US President at 1830 EST, 2200 Zulu. 
 
CNN has since confirmed that this was an initial "Target of Opportunity Strike" that involved approximately 12 TLAMs 
fired from both the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, and several F-117 aircraft. 
 
There was two targets in the Baghdad area that were struck, both were attempts to decapitate the Iraqi leadership. 
 
CNN has since confirmed that an additional 35 TLAMs have been fired against several other targets in Iraq and that 
the Burke-class DDG USS Donald Cook was one of the launching platforms. 
 
Various news sources have also indicated that USAF electronic warfare specialists have taken over several major 
radio stations, including the Iraqi state radio. This report is unconfirmed. 
 
Finally, CNN has reported that the US President and his advisors have retired for the evening. This would seem to 
indicate that the vast majority of the action will begin sometime tomorrow. 
 
There will be no further announcements from the US government tonight. 
 
 
From Mark Price(mark@markaprice.com): 
 
Since Dale is probably sleeping, I'll give the night-shift posting, as I’m still working. 
 
The Time now is 0100 EST: 0700 Zulu 
 
The Washington Post is reporting that Saddam Hussein himself was the target of the TLAM and GBU-27 
"bunkerbuster" bombs dropped from F-117 Nighthawks. The entire story can be read here: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A58177-2003Mar20.html 
 
This has been confirmed and re-reported by CNN. Shortly after the bombs were dropped, President Hussein 
appeared on Iraqi TV, denouncing the US Government: 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/20/sprj.irq.war.saddam/index.html 
 
The news of the first Iraqi soldiers to surrender has been confirmed by CNN and the Defense Department. However, 
since they surrendered before the deadline, they were being held by Kuwaiti Authorities. 
 
Thats about it. For now all seems quiet, and sorties are being launched from the carriers in the Gulf at regular 
intervals. 
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Good Morning, it is now 0830 EST, 1330 Zulu, 1630 in Kuwait. 
 
Day ONE of the Third Gulf War....Here are the latest developments. 
 
I have further information on the de-capitation strike....all information comes from CNN TV. 
 
Apparently, CIA had received information yesterday afternoon/evening as to a possible location of some high 
members of the Iraqi Government. Due to the nature of the information, AND due to its short shelf life, the decision 
was made to attempt to take the targets out. The strike was (obviously) carried out and we can be now fairly certain 
that the Iraqi President still lives. 
 

Targets were several small buildings and were 
destroyed by 2000  lb JDAM with some 36 TLAMs 
providing what the CNN Pentagon correspondent called 
"Clean-Up". Special thanks to Mark Price for his article 
of late last night. I was indeed asleep ☺. 

 

 
Shortly before I went to bed, just after 2400 EST, a CNN 
correspondent reporting from the USS Abraham Lincoln, 
stated that Operation SOUTHERN WATCH has been 
terminated. I have no confirmation of this at this time, 
nor do I have any other information. We DO know now 
that carrier-based aircraft are now participating in 
Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (I liked DESERT 
FREEDOM so much better). Carriers include the USS 

Abraham Lincoln and the USS Constellation. Aircraft being used include F-14s and F/A-18s. 
 
Again, shortly before I went to bed, another CNN correspondent reporting this time from the 7th Cav. (3rd Inf Div 
[Mech.]) positions, stated that they were at the very least 3 HOURS from starting any attack, more like 8 to 12 hours. I 
consider this report credible if for the only reason that while the interview was underway, no engines were running 
(there were several M-2 Bradley's in the background), AND the presence of a small folding chair next to one of the 
Bradley's that seems to indicate a posture of something other than getting ready to advance. 
 
At the same time of the CNN reporter noted that fuel trucks were moving up to forward positions. Whether this was 
just a preventive measure to save time or they were topping up fuel tanks is unclear. CNN is now reporting that the 
US Government is now considering moving up the timetable for an attack. 
 
A US Special Forces helo has made a hard landing in the Southern No Fly Zone. I am just hearing this right now and 
have no information other than the fact that all crew members have been accounted for without injury. Finally, at 1028 
Local time, USMC positions on the Kuwait-Iraq border were probed by a low flying civilian aircraft. The air raid 
warning was sounded and the Marines assumed a MOPP posture (I don't know what level). I have no other 
information. 
 
There have been several harassing SSM attacks against US positions in the last several 
hours. One missile was shot down by a Patriot, the others have landed in the desert. NBC 
teams have checked the area and have found no traces of WMDs. 
 
The air raid sirens have been going off in Kuwait City on a sporadic basis throughout the day (Local time). However, 
CNN is reporting that it has been 'All Clear' for the last 90 minutes or so since about 1230 Zulu. 
 
All is quiet in Israel. 
 
 
Good Afternoon, it is now 1200 EST, 1700 Zulu, 2000 in Iraq 
 
Day ONE of the Third Gulf War. We are 13 hours into combat operations. 
 
The following reports come from CNN TV and the CNN website (www.cnn.com): At 1055 EST, a USMC MASH unit on 
the Iraq-Kuwait border suffered its SEVENTH MOPP 4 level alert. The first was at approximately 0300 EST that 
morning. At the first alert, a "Grey-Green missile" was observed flying over the MASH position. 
 
At 1100 EST, it was reported that at least two oil wells had been set on fire. The oil wells were sited near the Iraq-
Kuwait border and NOT in the Basra area. This has led to speculation as it being a defensive measure for the 
forthcoming ground attack now apparently less than 12 hours away. 
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At the same time as the oil fire report came in, it was released to the public that Turkey would allow US aircraft 
passage through its airspace. 
 
A US Government official has stated that there have been recent intelligence indications of 
a possible terrorist threat against the Palo Verde nuclear power plant. The plant, the largest 
nuclear power plant in the US is located some 50 miles west of Phoenix, AZ. 
 
There was a Pentagon briefing beginning at 1105 EST. Present was the US Secretary of Defense and the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The briefing lacked in substance, however several things were acknowledged: 
 
1. That the ground attack was going to happen soon 
2. They had "Very Good Intel" for the initial de-capitation strike of last night 
3. There is "Some Debate" as to the identity of the person claiming to be the Iraqi President during his speech last 
night 
4. The current brigade sized attack of the 82nd Airborne Division in Afghanistan is NOT related to anything happening 
in Iraq. 
 
There have been numerous air-raid warnings in Kuwait City in the last 6 hours. Canadian Online Explorer 
(www.canoe.ca) is reporting that numerous commercial airlines have stopped service into not only Iraq but throughout 
the Middle East: http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/20/47236-ap.html 
 
The BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk/) is reporting that Israel is going to receive a massive US aid package: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/2867619.stm 
 
There have been numerous un-confirmed reports that US and US Allied Airborne/Air- Mobile/Special Forces have 
occupied the Iraqi oil fields in the Basra area. These reports come from netwide sources and are TOTALLY UN-
CONFIRMED. However, such an operation would probably be an integral part of any large-scale attack on Iraq. 
 
 
It is now 1202 EST, 1702 Zulu, 2002 in Iraq 
 
A report has just come in on CNN TV from a New York Times reporter on the Forward Edge of the Battle Area (FEBA) 
with the 1st Marine Division. A large artillery barrage is currently underway against Iraqi forces in the theater. There 
are also reports of Marine units engaging Iraqi light armored forces and of numerous helo and aircraft attacks. Marine 
soldiers have been told to sleep in MOPP 4 protective covering. 
 
The NYT reporter is stating that the ground attack is beginning due to the sudden destruction of Iraqi oil wells near the 
Kuwait-Iraq border. An exercise that was planned has apparently turned into the real thing. 
 
It would appear that the ground war is now underway. 
 
 
It is now 1325 EST, 1825 Zulu, 2125 in Iraq. 
 
CNN has CONFIRMED that elements of the 1st Marines has crossed the line of departure and is now in Iraq. 
 
 
Friday MARCH 21, 2003 
 
Good evening, it is now 2000 EST, 0100 Zulu and 0400 in Iraq. 
 
This is day TWO of the Third Gulf War. There have been numerous developments. 
 
An overview of the last 24 hours is available at: http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/iraqi_freedom.htm 
 
The first 18 hours of the of the war were marked by sporadic air and cruise missile attacks all across Iraq. However, 
just after noon EST, reports started coming in of massive artillery barrages by both tube artillery and MLRS assisted 
by TLAM strikes from US and UK naval units, including UK subs HMS TURBULENT and HMS SPLENDID. Soon after 
than elements of the 1st Marine Division crossed the border into Iraq quickly followed by other US and UK units. US 
and US Allied units engaged scattered groups of Iraqi forces shortly thereafter. The Iraqi border town of Umm Qasr, 
was the first to fall to Allied units. This was reported at 1420 EST on CBC Newsworld: 
http://www.cbc.ca/stories/2003/03/20/iraq_attack030320 
 
At approximately 1440 there was a report on CNN that a US helicopter had made a "hard landing" in Iraq. Reuters is 
now reporting that two US helicopters suffered mechanical failures. Apparently, the AH-64 Apache suffered a minor 
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mechanical failure and after the crew effected repairs, returned to base. An MH-53 Pave Low Special Forces 
helicopter crash-landed in southern Iraq. No word on cause but there were no injuries in either 
case:http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=STKZNGZBGI4ZUCRBAEZSFEY?type=topNews&storyID=
2419382 
 
At approximately 1520 EST, elements of the 101st Air Mobile Division left their bases and proceeded to what it's CNN 
correspondent reported as it's staging area. There is no other information available at this time. 
 
There is still some question as to the identify of the person claiming to be the Iraqi President in a broadcast speech 
the other night. While the consensus seems to be that it IS Saddam Hussein that made the speech last night and 
NOT a body double, there is proof that body-doubles have been used in the past. 
 
Advancing troops have been under constant threat of SSM attack for the last 18 hours. There have been numerous 
instances of air raid warnings requiring troops to go to MOPP-4 level of protection. CNN correspondents with US and 
US Allied troops are reporting that 
the constant air alerts are starting to fatigue the troops that they are 'embedded' with. There have been several live 
feeds including the destruction of a CNN camera (not the guy with the camera, just the camera) by fragments from a 
stray Iraqi shell that landed close to their 
position.  
 
There still has not been any information on the numerous unconfirmed reports that US and US Allied Airborne/Air 
Mobile/Special Forces have occupied the Iraqi oil fields in the Basra area. 
 
There has also been unconfirmed reports of movement by Turkish Armed Forces along the Iraq-Turkey border, 
however CNN is reporting that Turkey is moving to close it's border to Kurdish refugees that may choose to flee Iraq 
from US or Iraqi ground forces. 
 
And finally, the reports of burning oil wells have been confirmed by CNN and by orbiting satellites. However, on a 
personal note, I would like to point out that there are currently only FOUR wells burning. Further, it is worthy to note 
that the smoke from these fires would cause great difficulty for laser and GPS guided munitions to guide to their 
targets. 
 
Oh yes, and there is a report that the Iraqi city of Basra will fall to US and US Allied forces soon. 
 
 
By Calum Gibson (harpooner@gibstuff.net): 
 
It's 2015 Aust time, 1000 Zulu 
 
Dozens of Iraqi troops surrender: Scores of Iraqi troops surrendered to British Royal Marine commandos operating in 
southern Iraq today, the BBC news Web site reported. US forces secure Kirkuk oil fields: The BBC says US special 
forces may have secured the Kirkuk oil fields in northern Iraq. The BBC's correspondent John Simpson made the 
announcement, quoting unnamed intelligence sources. He says the oil fields of Kirkuk are the busiest in Iraq. 

 

 

Oil fires blaze in southern Iraq: American and British 
military spokesmen in the Persian Gulf say fires are 
burning in Iraq's southern Rumaila oilfield - but they 
won't elaborate on their origin. 
 
The military has no firm word on any one of several 
possible scenarios. The fires could be the normal flaring 
of associated gas from oil production in the massive 
field. Or they could be a wellhead burning after being 
torched, or oil poured into trenches and set alight by 
Iraqi troops seeking to blind US electronic weaponry. 
Military speakers say they haven't got any details. 
 
16 Allied troops killed as Rumsfeld pursues surrender: 
d when a US Marine helicopter crashed in Kuwait, as the 

war to unseat Saddam Hussein gathered pace today. But US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld - seeking to 
negotiate a surrender with the elite Republican Guard – remained optimistic a massive "shock and awe" attack might 
be unnecessary. 

Sixteen British and US troops (some reports 8 and 4 KIA) die

 
Rumsfeld said he was optimistic that it was still possible to unseat Saddam Hussein's regime without a massive US 
attack, as intelligence officers sought to negotiate surrender terms with Iraq's elite Republican Guard. 
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But the coalition suffered its first casualties when all 16 US and British troops on board a US CH-46 Marine helicopter 
were killed when it crashed in Kuwait. “We are confirming 12 British and four Americans dead”, U.S. Marine Corps 
Major David Andersen said in Kuwait. 
 
Coalition attacks were reported near Basra in the south and Mosul in the north, but Iraqi troops were holding out 
against a drive by US and British commandos to take the key port of Umm Qasr, on the Iraq-Kuwait border. British 
officers said they expected the town to fall soon, giving access to a port to bring in more supplies. 
 
 
By Calum Gibson (harpooner@gibstuff.net): 
 
1130 Zulu, 2130pm ADST 
 
Sky News is showing B-52 taking off from RAF Fairford. Can't really see what weapons they are carrying. Can't see 
cruise missiles under the wings however. 
 
 
Good morning, it is now 0830 EST, 1330 Zulu, 1630 in Iraq. 
 
It is DAY TWO of the Third Gulf War. The next update will be sometime after noon EST. 
 
US and US Allied forces have suffered their first causalities of the war. At approximately 0100 Zulu a USMC CH-47 
Chinook crashed as a result of mechanical failure. 4 US and 8 UK service personnel were killed in the crash. 
 
A member of the USMC has been KIA while attempting to secure Iraqi oil fields on the Al Faw Peninsula. Obviously, 
because the soldier has not been identified, I will not be posting anything about his unit or his rank: 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/21/sprj.irq.war.main/index.html 
 
As of this time, CNN TV is reporting anywhere between 15 to 30 oil wells and as many as 4 refineries have been set 
on fire. 
 
Fighting has increased around the Umm Qsar area ever since US and UK Special Forces landed in the town 
yesterday afternoon. Units from the 1st MEF are involved, securing some 25 Iraqi POWs thus far. This is apparently 
part of a larger operation to cut off the Al Faw Pennisula from the rest of Iraq. 
 
The BBC has reported that Royal Marines supported by US Navy SEALs, Royal Engineers Commandos and Royal 
Artillery have made an amphibious landing on the Al Faw Peninsula. Specific units mentioned were 40, 42 and 59 
Commando, Special Boat Service, 1 Troop Royal Engineers and 29 Commando Royal Artillery. The landing was 
supported by naval gunfire, Harriers and AC-130s. This is actually the first amphibious invasion conducted by the 
Royal Marines for some time....at least since they accidentally invaded Spain last year ☺. This report has since been 
confirmed by the Canadian newspaper The Globe and Mail (www.globeandmail.com): 
http://www.globeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20030320.wmain0320_2/BNStory/International 
 
Canadian Online Explorer (www.canoe.ca) is reporting that USMC units are closing in on Basra against increasing 
resistance: 
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/Iraq/2003/03/21/47997-ap.html 
 
Canadian Online Explorer has a small picture of heavy bombers taking off from the UK. 
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/21/47999-ap.html 
 
With further amplification from the Globe and Mail: 
http://www.globeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20030321.wroundup03210/BNStory/Front 
 
CNN TV is reporting that sometime overnight, there was an Air Mobile Assault on the H2 and H3 airfields in western 
Iraq. Apparently, both fields are now in Allied hands. It is worthy to note that these airfields have been reported to be 
storage areas for Iraqi SS-1 'Scud' missiles. 
 
7th Cav., spearhead of the US 3rd Infantry Div., is still on the advance. At the time of this post, the scout units have 
stopped to change air filters on their vehicles. They have had no contact for over 10 hours. 
 
In a late minute development, Special Forces and Kurdish fighters are apparently working together. 
 
A CNN correspondent reporting from the now evacuated town of Karlak is reporting firing in the town. That town is 
near the border between Kurdish and Iraqi controlled Iraq. The plan to for US and US Allied aircraft to use Turkish 
airspace has apparently hit a snag. The snag has apparently to do with a dispute between Turkey and the US 
regarding the movement of Turkish troops into Iraq: 
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http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/europe/03/21/sprj.irq.turkey/index.html 
 
A report from the Reuters News Service states that the US is in contact with several Iraqi military leaders regarding 
surrendering: 
http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=MECNHNHQLGH4KCRBAEOCFEY?type=politicsNews&storyID
=2421380 
 
At 0450Z, it was reported that there have been attacks against Iraqi forces arrayed against Kurdish forces in the 
Northern No-Fly Zone. This is the first recorded attack against Northern Iraqi forces since the war began. 
 
The 15th MEU crossed the sand berm and advanced into Iraq at approximately 0300Z, supported by a unit of the 
Royal Engineers (26th?) 
 
Finally, there is still some question about the state of the Iraqi President after the decapitation strike of the first night of 
the war. US intelligence, in a report released by the New York Times, believes that the Iraqi President and at least 
one of his sons were present in the compound that was destroyed by US PGMs. The speculation ranges wildly but 
that's all it is....speculation. 
 
 
1435Z 
 
I have some further amplification on the amphibious operation on the Al Faw Peninsula. 
 
The landing operation was supported by 4.5 inch gunfire from the Type 23 FF HMS MARLBOROUGH and the Type 
22 Batch 3 FF HMS CHATHAM.  This report is unconfirmed. 
 
Further, CNN is now reporting that Iraqi forces have surrendered in the port of Umm Qasr and that the town is now in 
US hands. 
 
 
Good Afternoon, it is now noon EST, 1700 Zulu, and 2000 Iraqi Time. 
 
It is DAY TWO of the Third Gulf War.  The next update will be sometime after noon EST. 
  
At 1630 Zulu CNN TV reported that, according to official sources, the "All the Key Components” of Southern Iraqi Oil 
Fields have been secured: 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/21/sprj.irq.war.main/index.html 
 
Sky News is reporting that US heavy bombers (B-52s) will arrive over their targets within the hour of this report: 
http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-1084542,00.html 
 
Sky News (http://www.sky.com/skynews/home) is also reporting that, according to un-confirmed sources, US and US 
Allied ground forces have captured the Iraqi city of Basra: http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-
1084611,00.html 
 
Following the recent confirmation that it really was Saddam Hussein that made the public 
announcement to Iraq on Day One, ABC News (http://abcnews.go.com/index.html) has reported that witnesses have 
seen the Iraqi President being wheeled away on a stretcher with an oxygen mask over his face shortly after his 
address to Iraq on the first night of the war: http://abcnews.go.com/sections/world/World/iraq_saddam_030321.html 
 
The BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk/) is reporting that US forces reached the key town of Nasariya on Euphrates river, 
where they encounter Iraqi resistance at approximately 1500 Zulu.  At approximately the same time US-led forces 
intercept two Iraqi barges packed with anti-ship mines as they attempted to leave port in Iraq: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/2870941.stm 
 
Suprising probably no-one, the Globe and Mail (www.globeandmail.com) is reporting that a source provided the 
accurate intelligence that allowed US forces to bomb a location in Baghdad where the Iraqi President and his sons 
were located: 
http://www.globeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20030321.uciaam/BNStory/International 
 
There has been very little in the way of air raid warnings in Kuwait for the last 8 hours or so. 
 
There have been un-confirmed reports of special forces in action around the Kirkut area. 
 
Finally, in a blow to CNN coverage of the war, Iraq has EXPELLED all CNN employees in Iraq. This report has been 
confirmed by CNN TV (at 1645 Zulu).  It is reported that the CNN crews in Iraq will leave as soon as possible.  Nick 
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Robertson (located in Baghdad, and had a very exciting evening last night) and another women who is located near 
the Jordanian border with Iraq are affected by this. 
 
There are several other CNN reporters travelling with US and UK forces at this time and I'm sure that they will pack up 
and head back to Kuwait as well. 
 
 
By Calum Gibson (harpooner@gibstuff.net): 
 
The SMH reports: 
 
Australian Special Air Service Regiment (SASR) soldiers are deep inside Iraq and have engaged in firefights with Iraqi 
troops, shooting and killing some, the commander of the Australian contingent revealed today. 
 
He said other elements of the Australian military contingent in the Gulf had assisted in the invasion of Iraq, with HMAS 
Anzac using its main gun to shell Iraqi defensive positions as British Royal Marines landed on the Al Faw Peninsular. 
That was the first occasion since the Vietnam war that an Australian warship had used naval gunfire support. 
 
RAAF F/A-18 Hornets had continued to fly combat air patrols over southern Iraq, protecting United States airborne 
early warning aircraft and refuellers and U-2 reconnaissance aircraft. 
 
Brigadier McNarn said an Australian officer aboard HMAS Kanimbla was commanding a group of seven or eight 
Australian British and American warships in the Persian Gulf. He said Australia was also commanding a mixed 
coalition group of 20 rigid-hulled inflatable boats under overall Australian command which intercepted an Iraqi tugboat 
carrying about 60 sea-mines as it emerged from the Khawr Abd 'Allah waterway into the Persian Gulf. 
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/03/22/1047749958385.html 
 
 
Good Evening, it is now 1830 EST, 2330 Zulu, and 0230 in Iraq. 
  
Summary on UK operations available at:  
http://www.operations.mod.uk/telic/summary.htm 
 
Just after 1700 Zulu, the US Military command announced that 
today, March 21, would be A-Day.  The day where the 
Government of Iraq would be shocked and in awe. Well, they 
certainly were from my perspective.  Starting at 1730 Zulu there 
was a sizable air attack on Baghdad by an unknown number of 
aircraft.  I counted at least 27 explosions from various types of 
ordinance including TLAMs. There was one building there that I 
saw take FIVE hits from weapons.  Buildings hit include 
Presidential Palaces, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of 
Information, Republican Guard HQ, and the HQ of the Baath 
Party. 
 
Shortly after this announcement, reports started coming in on 
CNN TV that the Northern Iraq cities of Mosul and Kirkut had 
come under heavy air attack.  Soon after this, there was a report that Kirkut had come under ground attack by 
(supposedly) US and US Allied forces.  Both of these reports are unconfirmed. 
 
CBS TV has reported that there are rumors that US 3rd Inf. Div. Tanks has engaged Iraqi armored units in the vicinity 
of the Iraqi town of An Nasiriyah.  Reports from CBS TV indicate that AH-64D Apache Longbow helicopters are 
engaging REPUBLICAN GUARD units and that the units are NOT surrendering.  CBS further states that 3rd Inf. is 
calling for more air support. 
 
CNN TV reported at 2300 Zulu that Turkish armed forces have entered Northern Iraq.  The reasoning behind this is to 
create a buffer between the Kurdish faction that nominally controls Northern Iraq. According to official Turkish 
sources, the deployment involves non-combat troops and units to help with the coming refugee crisis.  It was originally 
estimated that 64,000 troops would be involved in the operation.  The Kurdish government has stated that they 
oppose the Turkish movement and will meet it with force. 
 
CNN TV is also reporting that for the last 24 to 36 hours, US officials (supposedly representatives of the CIA and the 
Pentagon) are meeting with Iraqi Ex-Patriots and Republican Guard Commanders for the purpose of negotiating the 
surrender of a number of Iraqi army units. 
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Canadian Online Explorer (www.canoe.ca) is reporting that the US Intelligence sources have CONFIRMED that it was 
the Iraqi President that made the address to Iraq on day one: 
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/21/48018-ap.html 
 
Sky News (http://www.sky.com/skynews/home) is now posting some information on the earlier operation by US Navy 
units to capture Iraqi civilian shipping that was attempting to lay mines: http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30100-
12273283,00.html 
 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (www.cbc.ca) has a story on the airborne assault on the H2 and H3 airfields: 
http://www.cbc.ca/stories/2003/03/21/airbases030321 
 
Some other information on this day: 
 
The USMC has suffered it's second KIA of the war. At 1713 Zulu it was reported by CNN that the marine had been 
killed during operations south of Basra. 
 
At 1720 Zulu there was reports of a friendly fire incident.  Apparently an AH-1 Cobra attacked and destroyed an M-1 
Abrams MBT.  Three crew members were injured slightly. 
 
At 1723 Zulu it was reported that Turkey will (again) allow US aircraft to overfly it's territory. There has been no further 
information on the dispute between the US and the Turkish desire to invade northern Iraq.  This according to a 
Reuters report: 
http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=XYEB50FWPVQZMCRBAELCFFA?type=topNews&storyID=242
5440 
 
CNN TV reported at 1745Z that US intelligence officials now believed that the Iraqi President and one of his sons 
were present at the time and location of the 'de-capitation strike' in Baghdad on the first day of the war.  It's also been 
noted that the Iraqi Government is in a considerable amount of "Confusion and Disarray" since that first strike and that 
the Iraqi President controls Iraq only for a short period of time each day.  This seems to indicate towards the rumors 
that the Iraqi President was injured in this attack. 
 
CNN is also reporting that a number of Kuwaiti bomb shelters have not been used as such. 
Furthermore, there have been reports that some shelters have not been opened to the general public. No other 
information is available at this time. 
 
Finally, it was reported on CNN at 0200 Zulu that the Iraqi Army's 51st Mech. Division, based around Basra has 
surrendered to USMC units, in positions outside the city.  This placed approximately 6000 men out of the war and into 
POW camps. 
 
 
Saturday MARCH 22, 2003 
 
By Calum Gibson (harpooner@gibstuff.net): 
 
From ADF Briefing, by Senator Hill (Minister of Defence) and Gen Peter Cosgrove (Chief of Defence Force (CDF)). 
 
Aussie F/A-18 Drops first bomb for RAAF in combat since Vietnam on a Target of opportunity. Missed what weapon 
was although reports earlier stated the Hornets were carrying MK82's as well as AAM's. Flying 12 sorties a day mainly 
protecting Tankers/AWACS. 
 
SAS in 4 contacts, no Australian casualties. In one contact they used an airstrike to help destroy a command and 
control center. They may have had taken some action themselves in this contact as well. 
 
CDF denies that SAS found WMDs as reported on CBS. "It didn't happen." (His words) 
 
HMAS ANZAC provides NGFS for Royal Marine landings. FWD Observer was British operating from a Helo. Target 
was troop and bunkers, all rounds on target. 
 
HMAS Kanimbla  has approx 50 POW,. RAN Boarding party captured a tugboat with 60 or so mines on it. 
 
Reporter said it was Chinese DF missiles fired at Kuwait. CDF says yes, they weren't SCUDs but doesn't know what 
they were. 

 
The magazine of the computer Harpoon community - http://www.harpoonhq.com/waypoint/ 

 



WAYPOINT 
 
CDF asked if he knew if Saddam is still alive. He doesn't know but said there is still some form of control there, still 
issuing orders. 
 
 
Good Morning, it is now 1030 EST, 1530 Zulu, 1830 in Iraq.  
 
Summary on UK operations available at: http://www.operations.mod.uk/telic/summary.htm 
 
Summary of "Shock & Awe" available at: 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/report/1996/shock-n-awe_index.html 
 
Sky News (http://www.sky.com/skynews/home) is just reporting that 4 US soldiers have been killed when the two 
"lightly armored vehicles" were hit by RPGs.  This report has not been confirmed: 
http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-1084685,00.html 
 
The BBS (http://news.bbc.co.uk/) is just reporting that a UK reporter and two colleges are missing after coming under 
attack in Southern Iraq.  This report has not been confirmed. 
 
Last night, two UK Helos (possibly AEW models) collided killing 1 US and 6 UK personnel.  This is widely reported but 
here is the CNN Link: 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/22/sprj.irq.heli.crash/index.html 
 
CBS (www.cbsnews.com), the only major network covering the battle for Basra, has not reported anything new in the 
last few hours.  I have nothing regarding this after the surrender of the Iraqi 51st Mech. Div.  It is hoped that with the 
increasing coverage of Basra on CNN that I will have more information soon:  
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2003/02/24/iraq/main541815.shtml 
 
Canadian Online Explorer (www.canoe.ca) has provided me with 
some further information on the Turkish invasion of Northern 
Iraq.  It now appears that only about 1000 troops have entered 
the country. While I have no information on the disposition of the 
troops, it is rumored that Turkish Special Forces are among 
them: 
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/Iraq/2003/03/21/48116-
ap.html 
 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (www.cbc.ca) is reporting 
that Turkey is DENYING that it's troops have entered Iraq: 
http://www.cbc.ca/stories/2003/03/21/turkeykurds030321 
 
There has been another CBC report that IRAN has complained about a stray weapon from a US or US Allied aircraft 
that had hit an Iranian Oil Terminal.  Iran further alleges that US and US Allied aircraft has violated it's airspace 'many 
times' since the start of the war: http://www.cbc.ca/stories/2003/03/22/iran030322 
 
Sky News (http://www.sky.com/skynews/home) is reporting that US forces have attacked a Kurdish Faction suspected 
of links with Osama bin Laden's al Qaeda terror network: http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-
1084672,00.html 
 
The Globe and Mail (www.globeandmail.com) is reporting that a suicide bomber, affiliated with a hard-line Islamic 
group, has struck in Northern Iraq killing several.  This in apparent response to recent US attacks on a Kurdish 
Faction in Northern Iraq.  A western reporter is believed among the dead: 
http://www.globeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20030322.wbomb0322/BNStory/International 
 
The BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk/) is reporting that US V Corps has reached the Euphrates River: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/2875689.stm 
 
ABC News is reporting that it has been told by US Administration Officials that France is involved in secret talks that 
would result in the surrender of the President of Iraq and his exile to the African nation of Mauritania: 
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/wnt/Primetime/saddamexile_030321.html 
 
Just before posting this article, I decided to post some of what was discovered at the CENTCOM briefing.  It was 
acknowledged that there had been 6 SSM attacks on US and US Allied troops. Of these 6 attacks 4 were shot down 
by Patriot missiles (including one by a Kuwaiti Patriot battery) and 2 had impacted harmlessly in the desert.  The 
CENTCOM commander states that up to two dozed SSM launchers have been un-accounted for. 
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CENTCOM also stated that of the 500 oil wells in Southern Iraq, only 9 have been set on fire. 
 
Finally, via a live report on CNN TV, for the first time in 30 hours, air raid sirens have gone off in Kuwait City.  No other 
information is available at this time. 
 
 
It is now 1820 EST, 2320 Zulu, and 0220 in Iraq. 
 
CNN TV is reporting via the New York Times that an attack has taken place on a camp of the 101st Air Mobile 
Division....no further information is available at this time. 
 
 
Sunday MARCH 23, 2003 
 
Good Morning, it is now 0930 EST, 1430 Zulu, and 1730 in Iraq. 
 
This is Day FIVE of the Third Gulf War.  
 
There have been a few shocking developments.... 
  
Summary on UK operations available at:  http://www.operations.mod.uk/telic/summary.htm 
 
Summary of "Shock & Awe" available at: 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/report/1996/shock-n-awe_index.html 
 
Just in at post time, CNN is reporting that 'several US soldiers' are missing in Iraq.  This report initially coming from 
the Sunday talk shows. CNN TV is reporting that a US SOLDIER is being held and is considered the prime suspect in 
a grenade attack at a 101st Air Mobile Division base last night.  One US soldier was killed and 10 other wounded in 
this attack: 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/22/sprj.irq.101.attack/index.html 
 
It has now been confirmed by the UK MOD that a UK Tornado GR.4 from RAF Marham, which was returning from an 
operational mission, was engaged near the Kuwaiti border by a Patriot missile battery.  Both plane and crew are 
missing over the Iraqi-Kuwait border. 
 
Sky News is reporting that B-52 bombers have taken off from RAF Fairford at 1122 Zulu.  This being some three 
hours ago, it is expected that the planes will be over their targets within 4 hours depending on their destination and 
payloads: 
http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-1084755,00.html 
 
Over the last several hours, as coverage of the ground war increases by the news services, there has been numerous 
reports of increased resistance in Southern Iraq.  At latest report, an infantry brigade of the US 3rd Infantry Div was 
within 160 km of the Iraqi capital. There has been increased activity at USMC positions in the Al Nasiriya, and there 
have been recent live reports that 7th Cav. units are now coming under artillery fire: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/2877439.stm 
 
Furthermore, it has now been CONFIRMED by CNN that the Iraqi Army is using civilians as human shields.  The CNN 
correspondent with the 7th Cav. reports seeing Iraqi soldiers herding civilians to cover Iraqi positions.  (G-5 or G-6 
guns maybe?)  Further to this, there have been reports that Iraqi civilians could be providing spotting reports to Iraqi 
Army artillery. 
 
There have been UN-CONFIRMED reports of an artillery barrage now underway on Kurdish positions in Northern 
Iraq.  There is no further information at this time. 
 
Turkey continues its build-up on the border with Iraq.  CNN states that some 5000 troops are massing on the 
TURKISH side of the border with Iraq.  Turkey still denies, despite US Official confirmation that 1000 troops have 
already crossed the border into Iraq.  Relations are apparently turning sour between Turkey and the US with a recent 
report that Turkey will no longer allow US aircraft to fly out of Incurlik Air Base in Turkey. 
 
Some older news from last night: 
 
There is reports of French Army Chemical Detection units in Qatar.  Reports n CNN TV last night stated that a 
detachment of 40 personnel and 2 APCs have arrived or will arrive shortly in the Gulf State in an agreement reached 
last week. 
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ITN correspondents in Baghdad are now reporting partial blackouts in the Baghdad area.  It is unknown if it has been 
caused by US or US Allied aircraft, or if it's a deliberate measure on the part of the Iraqi Government. 
 
The CNN crew that was expelled from Iraq two nights ago arrived in Jordan about 24 hours ago.  Some time 
thereafter, CNN reported Nick Robertson, in a interview with CNN HQ in Atlanta, reported seeing 16/17-year-old 
conscripts manning positions outside of Baghdad.  However, he does report that 100 miles outside of Baghdad, there 
is virtually no troop presence at all.  This would seem to indicate that the Iraqi Army is indeed concentrating its 
strength around the Iraqi capital. 
 
Finally, Global Security (www.globalsecurity.org) is reporting that the H2 Airfield in western Iraq HAS NOT been 
captured.  Global Security has also posted some satellite images of smoke from Iraqi oil wells set on fire: 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/intell/library/imint/iraqi-freedom-smoke.htm 
 
 
Good Afternoon, it is now 1600 EST, 2100 Zulu, and 2400 in Iraq. 
 
Summary on UK operations available at: http://www.operations.mod.uk/telic/summary.htm 
 
Summary of "Shock & Awe" available at:  
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/report/1996/shock-n-awe_index.html 
 
Well, as most of you are probably aware of by now, a number of US Army personnel have been either captured or 
missing.  According to the CENTCOM briefing that too place at 1900 Zulu today, irregular Iraqi forces engaged a 6 
vehicle column that had apparently strayed off its route.  After the firefight, there were 4 WIA, and 12 MIA.  According 
to non-US, international media sources there are at least 5 US personnel that are currently POWs in Iraqi controlled 
territory.  I have no names, and even if I did, I wouldn't post them here. 
 
According to the 1900 Zulu CENTCOM briefing, current operations are concentrating against the following areas: 
 
1. Approaches to Basra - 1st MEU 
2. Kali (spelling?) Air Base - unknown forces 
3. Umm Qasr - Involving US 15th MEU, and UK 3 Commando 
4. Al Nasiriyah Bridges - unknown but I have to assume elements of the 3rd Infantry Division 
 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/23/sprj.irq.war.main/index.html 
 
As posted earlier by Peter Grinning, the Storm Shadow cruise missile is serving on UK aircraft. 
 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (www.cbc.ca) is reporting that some Iraqi units that state they are going to 
surrender, instead, get in close to US units and then open fire on them: 
http://www.cbc.ca/stories/2003/03/23/nasiriyah_030323 
 
The BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk) is reporting that ITN news reported Terry Lloyd is now thought to be dead: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/2878777.stm 
 
The Australian paper the Sydney Morning Herald (http://www.smh.com.au/index.html) is reporting that US special 
forces are entering Kurdish dominate Northern Iraq to follow up on TLAM attacks against an alleged al-Qaeda-linked 
Islamist group and prepare for a northern front against Baghdad, senior Kurdish officials said on Sunday: 
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/03/24/1048354493855.html 
 
 
By Peter Grining, 2108Z 
 
5 American POW have been shown on Iraqi TV, with possibly 10 in all captured by Iraq in Nasiriyah when a convoy 
from the 507th took a wrong turn. Using pictures for propaganda purposes is against the Geneva conventions on 
POW. However, this includes some images from the coalition side also. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s814238.htm 
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/03/24/1048354495010.html 
 
At least 4 US killed, some wounded (50?) and 12 missing in the same battle. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s814102.htm 
 
Russian firm accursed of setting up GPS jamming system: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/justin/nat/newsnat-24mar2003-9.htm 
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Iraq reports they have captured one US pilot and are searching for another. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/justin/nat/newsnat-24mar2003-2.htm 
 
Original war plan was for 48 hours of SOF operations. CIA was in Iraq since June 2002. The war actually started last 
Wednesday: 
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/03/23/1048354477390.html 
 
Media reporting: http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/03/23/1048354478363.html 
 
Fighting continues in Umm Qasr, with a USMC unit ambushed. 

 
 
By Calum Gibson (harpooner@gibstuff.net) 2200Z 
 
From here http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/03/24/1048354488685.html 
 
More attacks on Baghdad: Baghdad came under intensive bombardment tonight for the fourth night running in the 
most powerful air raid since the start of the "shock and awe" campaign, AFP correspondents reported. 
 
An Iraqi commander near the southern city of Basra said today his division, which Washington earlier said had 
surrendered, would continue to resist US and British forces. "I am with my men in Basra - we continue to defend the 
people and riches" of the town, Colonel Khaled al-Hashemi, commander of the 51st Mechanized Division, told the 
satellite television channel Al-Jazeera. 
 
Iraqis claim to have killed 25 US troops: Iraq said today 25 US soldiers were killed in fighting around the southern city 
of al-Nasiriyah, 350 kilometres south of Baghdad, over the weekend 
 
Desert Rats face fierce resistance at Basra: British 
troops came up against determined Iraqi resistance 
today around the strategic southern port of Basra but by 
nightfall had secured positions on the outskirts of the 
city, correspondents said. Britain's 7th Armoured 
Brigade, the famed Desert Rats, were hit with rocket 
propelled grenades, artillery, mortars and machine guns 
mounted from the back of pick-up trucks as they 
advanced on Iraq's second largest city. 
 
US Marines, who had been leading the assault until 
earlier Sunday, have now withdrawn, moving northwards 
towards central Iraq and Baghdad and leaving the 
seizure of Basra to be completed by the Desert Rats. 
 
Cruise missiles found in hidden arsenal: British troops outside Basra have discovered cruise missiles and warheads 

he most disturbing find was two Russian-made Al-Harith anti-shipping cruise missiles, each 6m long and 1m in 

nother missile, as yet unidentified, was found still crated up at the rear of one of the bunkers. Some of the boxes are 

he scale and possible implications of the weapons find took British forces by surprise and raised fresh questions 

he discovery of the missiles - date-marked 2002 - came as British troops from the Black Watch Regiment fought to 

hidden inside fortified bunkers as part of a massive arsenal abandoned by Saddam Hussein's disintegrating southern 
army. Cases of rockets, giant anti-shipping mines and other ammunition are piled from floor to ceiling in dozens of 
bunkers at what is marked on maps as the Az Zubaya Heliport. 
 
T
diameter, and nine warheads, hidden in two enormous reinforced concrete bunkers. 
 
A
clearly marked with the names of British manufacturers. 
 
T
about the extent of the Iraqi war machine and the ability of weapons inspectors to cope with the task of scouring such 
a vast country for prohibited ordinance. 
 
T
secure the area around Iraqi's second city, Basra, in preparation for the capture of the city. More at link above.  

ush demands humane treatment for US POWs:

 

B  President George W. Bush demanded on Sunday that any American 

ITV journalist Terry Lloyd possibly killed by British forces:

troops held captive in Iraq be treated humanely, before stating he was pleased with the progress of the war. "Saddam 
Hussein is losing control of his country," Bush said. 
 

 British TV company ITN said on Sunday its veteran 
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c
colleagues remained unknown. "ITN has received sufficient evidence to believe that ITV News correspondent Terry 
Lloyd was killed in an incident on the southern Iraq front war front yesterday," an ITN statement said. 
 
"We believe his body to be in Basra hospital, which is still under Iraqi control. Two members of his team - 

orrespondent Terry Lloyd was killed in Iraq after going missing under fire on Saturday, while the fate of his two 

Fred Nerac 
nd Hussein Osman - are still missing and ITN so far has no information on their whereabouts or condition." a

 
Allied coalition in total control of Iraqi air space: The decline of the Iraqi air force has allowed the US-British coalition 

 secure complete air superiority despite coming under intense fire from anti-aircraft missiles in the first few days of 

jor General Daniel Leaf told reporters in Kuwait City. 

ttack on 
adership compounds in Baghdad. 

n amphibious vehicle carrying US Marines entering Nasiriyah was hit by an Iraqi 
cket-propelled grenade on Sunday, possibly killing 10 onboard. 

 struck by an RPG-7 round that penetrated the light 
rmour with intense heat, a CNN correspondent attached to the troops reported. 

to
the campaign, senior officers said on Sunday. 
"The enemy has fired a great deal of anti-aircraft and surface to air missiles" but the Iraqis had yet to down any 
coalition aircraft or fly any of their own missions, US Ma
 
British Foreign Office minister Mike O'Brien said earlier Saddam probably survived a cruise missile a
le
 
Meanwhile, CNN has reported that a
ro
 
The amphibious vehicle was capable of holding 24 soldiers. It was
a
 
 
Monday MARCH 24, 2003 

stuff.net) 2200Z 

48354558899.html

 
By Calum Gibson (harpooner@gib
 
From http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/03/25/10  

ks by irregular forces pretending to surrender and the use of women and 
children as decoys - forced British troops to withdraw today from Basra to regroup, British military officials said. 

ation's 
second largest - after coming under attack by mortars and guerrillas disguised in civilian clothes. The brigade at one 

nent 

y it was vital coalition troops reached Baghdad as soon as possible.  

ing the end of the regime closer," Mr Blair said. 
[…] 

 Basra's water back on, Annan demands 

for urgent measures to help the people of Basra in southern Iraq 
obtain adequate water supplies amid heavy fighting between US and British forces and Iraqi defenders.  

humanitarian 
disaster in that they have no water and they have no electricity," Annan told reporters at UN headquarters. […] 

th Fleet base in Bahrain this morning shattered windows at nearby houses but 
caused no injuries, Bahraini officials said. 

said demonstrators had set off a propane gas tank about 400-800 metres 
outside the US Navy base. 

 
British confront tough Basra fighting 

Fierce Iraqi resistance - including attac

Elements of Britain's Seventh Armoured Brigade, the Desert Rats, withdrew from the southern Iraqi city - the n

point had surrounded the city. [...] 

Blair warns crucial battle is immi

British Prime Minister Tony Blair said toda

Blair told parliament the troops were nearing a crucial confrontation.  

"The vital goal is to reach Baghdad as swiftly as possible, thus bring

Turn

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called 

"I have heard a report from the (International) Red Cross that the people in Basra may be facing a 

Blast outside US base in Bahrain 

An explosion outside the US Navy 5

At the Pentagon, a senior military official 
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compound housing mostly Navy personnel.[…] 

American forces in Iraq are chasing down leads from captured Iraqis and documents on possible chemical and 

Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz said today the Iraqi leadership was "in good shape", and President Saddam 
y and the country".  

rplanes and missiles began bombarding Baghdad 
on Thursday. 

nd each and every one is working efficiently," he said.[…] 

Kuwaiti firefighters in southern Iraq today put out their first oil well fire and officials said it would take three or four days 
tion under control, the official KUNA news agency reported.  

 

A Bahraini Interior Ministry official said the 9.45 pm (0545 AEDT) explosion was caused by a cooking gas canister 
inside a trash can outside a 

Frantic search for chemical weapons sites 

biological weapons sites. 

But as of today, they had not confirmed the presence of any weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), a senior 
administration official said.  

A suspicious plant captured by American troops was still being evaluated, according to the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. […]  

Saddam in full control, Aziz says 

Hussein was "in full control of the arm

His comments, made at a news conference in the capital, were aimed at ending intense speculation in the West as to 
the Iraqi leader's health and whereabouts since US and British wa

"All members of the Iraqi leadership, with the exception of one martyr who died in a battle at Najaf, are alive and in 
good shape, a

Oil fire put out 

to bring the situa

The first blaze was extinguished in the southern Rumaila field, one of Iraq's biggest oil reservoirs. […] 

Good Evening, it is now 1800 EST, 2300 Zulu, and 0200 in Iraq. 

It is now Day SIX of the Third Gulf War....US and US Allied forces continue their advance towards Baghdad. 

Official Summary on US operations available at:  http://www.centcom.mil/ 

Official Summary on UK operations available at: http://www.operations.mod.uk/telic/summary.htm 

-114K Hellfire, an 
aqi ZSU-23-4 Mobile anti-aircraft artillery gun outside the southern Iraqi town of Al Amarah: 

 
The think-tank Global Security (www.globalsecurity.org) has reported that, in an apparent 
demonstration of the increasing importance of UAVs, an MQ-1 Predator has destroyed, using AGM
Ir

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/iraq/200
3/iraq-030324-centcom03.htm 
 
Cable News Network (www.cnn.com) is reporting 
several developments: 

 
UK forces suffered their first KIA today, the soldier 
killed near Basra.  Two 

being 
more British soldiers are MIA 

fter an attack Sunday on their vehicles in southern Iraq. 

f the U.S. Army's V Corps, are now near Karbala, 60 

a

 
US and US Allied ground forces continue their advance 
towards Baghdad.  At last report, the forward elements 
o
miles south of Baghdad. 

mmunity - http://www.harpoonhq.com/waypoint/ 



WAYPOINT 
 
Just before dawn Iraqi time, AH-64 Apache helicopters of the 11th Attack Helicopter Regiment (attached to US V 

orps) engaged Republican Guard units between the cities of Hillah and Karbala. In what is described as 'a fierce 
lost 

us travelled over a bridge that was the target for an air attack. 

red in Iraqi 
V.  There is still no change in the status of the Iraqi President. 

ttp://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/24/sprj.irq.war.main/index.html

C
battle', the Apaches attempted to destroy up to 90 T-72 tanks amid a hail of AAA and SAM fire.  One Apache was 
in the attack, although a video shot by Iraqi officials seems to argue against the helicopter being shot down as the 
video clearly shows the Apache on the ground and APPARENTLY intact.  It is now reported that the 2 man crew of 
the Apache has been captured by Iraqi forces.  CNN has a video showing the pilots but will not be airing it until the 
crews’ families have been notified. 

 
Five Syrian civilians were killed when a b

 
Rumors of the demise of Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz's demise were dispelled when he appea
T

 
The battle for Al Nasiriya continues between USMC and Iraqi forces. 

 
All these stories and more are available at: 

h  

port that Russian officials are hotly 
quipment to Iraq, including anti-tank 

59-

 
Canadian Online Explorer (www.canoe.ca) has posted an Associate Press re
denying that Moscow had broken U.N. sanctions by selling sensitive military e
guided missiles, night-vision goggles and jamming devices: http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/24/500
ap.html 

 
Sky News is reporting on more bombing raids on several towns in Northern Iraq including Kirkuk, a key oil center: 
ttp://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-12274986,00.htmlh  

r protester detonating a large propane tank.  Further 

 
Another report from Sky News notes of a large explosion that has occurred in Bahrain.  However, it has now been 
reported on CNN TV that the explosion was caused by an anti-wa
to this, CNN also reports of an attempted car bombing that was thwarted in Kuwait: 
http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-1084965,00.html 

 
The BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk/) is reporting that the European Union has warned Turkey that any incursion by 

urkey into Iraq would "complicate" its chances of gaining membership.  While the US is mentioned in the article, T
there is no indication that the implied threat to Turkish membership has been instigated by the US: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2881939.stm 

 
In a related story, Reuters (http://www.reuters.com/) has reported seeing a platoon sized Turkish armored formation 

ear the Iraqi border heading SOUTH.  Raw video provided by Reuters via their web site fails to show any ACV of any n
kind.  Therefore, this report must be considered UNCONFIRMED. 

 
Columbia Broadcasting System (http://www.cbsnews.com) is finally making an online report about a suspected 
hemical weapons plant found.  Not having any desire to deal with more pop-up windows, I wasn't bothered with 

red 
S 

e reported an apparent change in US and US Allied air operations. 

ircraft are now flying more “Search and Destroy” missions with emphasis starting to be placed on the Republican 
) in an effort to 

 

c
downloading the RealOne Player.  However, it has been reported by various news sources that the plant discove
has been abandoned.  Sky News states that the plant never made chemical weapons while CNN is stating that U
officials are inspecting the plant. 

 
Finally, various news sources hav

A
Guard formations.  This change coming as RG units are shifting positions (with the resultant detection
meet the anticipated US and US Allied attack on Baghdad.  It is noted that the ground forces have moved some 300
miles in approximately 30 hours.  If current operation tempos continue, then it is expected that US and US Allied 
ground forces will reach the Baghdad sometime in the next 24 to 36 hours.  This estimate assumes that there is no 
change in Iraqi tactics or any suprises for the attacking forces, AND that the weather holds.  An unlikely possibility. 
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Tuesday MARCH 25, 2003 
 

Good afternoon, it is now 1600 EST, 2100 Zulu, and 2400 in Iraq. 

It is now Day SEVEN of the Third Gulf War. 

Official Summary on US operations available 
at:  http://www.centcom.mil/ 

Official Summary on UK operations available at: 
http://www.operations.mod.uk/telic/summary.htm 

 
The first big story of the day are that US forces have 
crossed the Euphrates River.  The crossing by elements 
of the US 3rd Division took place early Tuesday morning 
Iraq time.  As of post time, advance US forces are now 60 miles south of the Iraqi capital, still in the vacinity of 
Karbala. 

The second big story of the day is the weather.  A strong sandstorm is sweeping the area at this time.  Most tactical 
aircraft are grounded and ground operations are slowed due to poor visibility. 

These stories and other major incidents can be found at: 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/25/sprj.irq.war.main/index.html 
 
Canadian Online Explorer (www.canoe.ca) is reporting via the Associated Press that UK forces will move into the city 
of Basra proper in order to clear the city of Iraqi Irregular forces. UK Intelligence has reported that approximately 8000 
Iraqi troops from a variety of commands currently occupy the Basra area.  Further to this, CNN.com is reporting that 
Juliet Bremner, a correspondent with the British network ITV with troops outside the city, said the commanders told 
her they had seen groups of 40 to 50 citizens at various locations on the streets and that British forces had taken out 
an Iraqi mortar that had been firing on the apparent protesters: 
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/25/50237-ap.html 
 
Canadian Online Explorer is also reporting via AP that six jamming systems tailored for GPS interference have been 
destroyed by US and US Allied air power.  There have been reports that Russia has supplied the systems in a 
violation of the UN Sanctions against Iraq, however the Russians are denying this: 
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2003/03/25/50684-ap.html 

 
Sky News (http://www.sky.com/skynews/home) is reporting that a US F-16 Fighting Falcon has attacked a US Patriot 
SAM battery after the battery mistakenly locked on to the fighter.  The incident, which took place some 30 miles south 
of An Najaf, resulted in the F-16 HARMing the Patriot battery radar before a missile could be fired.  No casualties 
have been reported: http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-1085069,00.html 
 
Sky News is also reporting of a raid by 7th Armored Brigade raided a regional Ba'ath Party 
headquarters in Al Zubayr, near Basra, where there has been fierce resistance from Iraqi troops: 
http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000-12275527,00.html 

 
The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (www.cbc.ca) has reported on the second UK KIA of the war: 
http://www.cbc.ca/stories/2003/03/25/british_death030325 

 
According to the BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk) The Turkish foreign minister has confirmed that his country is planning 
to deploy troops in a 20-kilometer (12-mile) buffer zone inside northern Iraq if a "crisis situation" develops: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2885967.stm 

 
The Sydney Morning Herald (http://www.smh.com.au/) is reporting on the fighting in Northern Iraq: 

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/03/25/1048354604518.html 

 
The Columbia Broadcasting Service (www.cbsnews.com) is reporting that U.S officials are telling CBS 
Correspondents that the Iraqi High Command has drawn a red line on the map around Baghdad, and once American 
troops cross it, the Republican Guards are authorized to use chemical weapons: 

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2003/03/25/iraq/main545902.shtml 
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ss release from the US CeAn official pre
fa

ntral Command (www.centcom.mil) states that Iraqi units are using medical 
cilities as staging areas for Iraqi Irregular forces: 

Release=20030363.txthttp://www.centcom.mil/CENTCOMNews/news_release.asp?News  
 

NTCOM has 
successfully intercepted an Iraqi TBM of an unknown ty

ewsRelease=20030358.txt

Finally, another official press release from CE confirmed that a Kuwait Patriot missile battery had 
pe at approximately 0100 Kuwait time: 

http://www.centcom.mil/CENTCOMNews/news_release.asp?N  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This article first appeared on the 4th issue of the Waypoint magazine, March 2003. All original author rights reserved. 

 explicit consent. No replication of any part of this article is allowed without the author’s
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